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YOUNG OFFENDER DEMONSTRATION PROJECT
The project is one of 29 U.S. Department of Labor demonstration grants nationwide.  South Central Idaho’s two-year project was funded for $600,000 in federal dollars, with approximately $300,000 in local in-kind matching.  The vision for this demonstration includes assisting young offenders to succeed in school, teaching them work maturity and career preparation skills, and reducing recidivism (no further crimes.)  Grantee is Region IV Development Association, with South Central Idaho Works, Idaho Department of Health and Welfare, District 5 Juvenile Justice, and the Youth Council.

LONG TERM SUSTAINABILITY BY BUILDING ON EXISTING COMMUNITY EFFORTS AND ESTABLISHING STRONGER RESOURCE CONNECTIONS

We have an outstanding and unusually collaborative regional base of youth providers in our eight county region.  By building on this underlying foundation of cooperation, we expect the connections made through this grant will continue to be sustained, and impact young people and youth providers, whether they are involved in the juvenile justice system or not. 
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Career Preparation Services – Young men and women aged 14 – 18 are referred by the juvenile justice system into the ASPIRE HIGHER career preparation and workforce development program, originated and taught by Magic Valley Youth and Adult Services.  In class, youth develop the necessary skills to succeed in long term employment.  A special component of ASPIRE HIGHER is a summertime work experience opportunity, where students work on-site with a certified schoolteacher to ‘learn and earn’ on construction, carpentry, and other projects that benefit the community.  This past summer, some of the projects the work crews tackled include remodeling a restroom at the Cassia County Fairgrounds, completely renovating a concession stand for the Minidoka County Fairgrounds, and repainting the massive dairy barn at the Jerome County Fairgrounds. 








Case Management – When a young person’s school instructors, probation officer, counselors, parents, juvenile judge and other important adults share information and input, it is far more likely the youth will succeed.  Our grant encourages and provides this important connection between juvenile justice, schools, workforce development and other youth service providers.








Gang Prevention Advisory Board – This regional board of local experts is a cross-section of representatives from eight counties and various disciplines, including schools, juvenile probation, law enforcement, youth ministry, drug and alcohol treatment, former gang members, workforce development, Idaho Department of Health and Welfare, legal community, and youth program providers.  The board acts as a resource to the entire community, and is also responsible to oversee the distribution of $10,000 in mini-grants to address gang awareness, suppression, and prevention.  Information about how to apply for a mini-grant will be publicized by the end of October, and sent to everyone attending today.








BILLS PLACE – For several years, a dedicated community group led by Twin Falls County Commissioner Bill Brockman has been working to open a transitional living home for young men aged 17 – 19.  Referrals are youth who have successfully completed their programs with the Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections, or young men who have turned 18 while placed in Health and Welfare’s foster care system.  They need a little more support and guidance to finish school or access training, find good jobs, and successfully transition into independent, productive citizens.  A HUGE thank-you to Magic Valley Regional Medical Center for donating an existing home on Martin Street in Twin Falls.  A portion of the Young Offender grant will help pay initial operating costs for the home.








Resource / Referral Website – this element of our grant will provide for an area-wide website that details resources and referrals for youth services.  We hope to have youth who are enrolled in our program actually help design and build the site.  Best of all, long term sustainability is guaranteed, thanks to the generous donation of perpetual server space by Region IV Development Association.  








IF YOU WANT TO RECEIVE ELECTRONIC UPDATES ABOUT THIS PROJECT, CONTACT CATHERINE HAYNES, AT 732-5727, EXT. 3004 OR catherine@rivda.org








